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In celebration of Neuron’s 25th anniversary, our authors share the back stories behind their cover
art. Their stories capture the personal connection, creativity, and excitement that inspire authors
to create striking, unconventional, and beautiful cover art that is the face of Neuron.Hemispheric Specialization in Human Dorsal Frontal Cortex and Medial Temporal Lobe for Verbal
and Nonverbal Memory Encoding
20(5) May 1, 1998. William M. Kelley, Francis M. Miezin,., Abraham Z. Snyder, Steven E. Petersen
The individual on the cover is Endel Tulving, Professor Emeritus at the University of Toronto and one
of the most influential memory researchers in experimental psychology. Our Neuron findings contra-
dicted a prominent theory of memory lateralization put forth by Dr. Tulving and colleagues that
argued for a left-hemisphere bias when encoding information into memory and a right-hemisphere
bias when retrieving information from memory. With Dr. Tulving’s permission, we thought it would
be entertaining to display the contradictory findings directly in his head. At the time, Dr. Tulving
was a Visiting Professor of Psychology with us at Washington University, St. Louis. The chair of
Psychology, Roddy Roediger, a former colleague of Dr. Tulving, approached him on our behalf about
the cover idea. According to Roddy, the exchange went something like the following. Roddy: ‘‘Endel,
how would you like to be on the cover of Neuron? Not your research, but your actual picture.
I’m not in a position to guarantee it, but I can suggest it.’’ Endel: ‘‘How much do I have to pay to get myself on the
cover?’’ —Steven Petersen and William Kelleylynx1, an Endogenous Toxin-like Modulator of Nicotinic Acetylcholine Receptors in the Mammalian CNS
23(1) May 1, 1999. Julie M. Miwa, Ines Iban˘ez-Tallon,., Lorna W. Role, Nathaniel Heintz
We originally presented several cover ideas, all following the themes of snakes, toxins, and the
brain. At the time, the presence of a toxin in the brain seemed counterintuitive, hence the original
caption: ‘‘Endogenous toxins in the brain: friends or foes?’’ The idea that captured this spirit most
distinctly was the idea of using Medusa, the head with live venomous snakes in place of hair. We
submitted a concept using Caravaggio’s dark painting of a beheaded and bloody Medusa, with
a decidedly shocked look on its face, upon which we superimposed a lynx image. Neuron loved
this submission, but some of us, Nat [Heintz] in particular, did not like the aesthetics of that ghastly
image as our cover. What were we to do? My cousin Susan Moriguchi, a graphic designer, came to
the rescue and switched to a sculptural image of Medusa that retained the concept with much
more grace and symmetry than our efforts. A cover was born, and to this day, the idea of
a toxin-like modulator remains a puzzling dialectic— is it a friend (protects neurons) or foe (suppresses plasticity and
learning)? —Julie MiwaMolecular Modification of N-Cadherin in Response to Synaptic Activity
25(1) January 1, 2000. Hidekazu Tanaka, Weisong Shan,., Deanna L. Benson, David R. Colman
It started with ‘‘Cookie, I have a great idea!’’ Whether it was myelination or synapse adhesion, David
Colman visualized dynamic cell biological processes in real time and in three dimensions. So keen
was he to convey his vision of how things worked that he had a full-time artist, Jill Gregory, as part of
his group. Ever eager to push the boundaries of convention, it was Jill (a.k.a. Cookie) to whom he first
turned when he realized that a hologram was the perfect unconventional way to convey his vision of
the organization of synapses. It was the dawning of a new century and what better way to make an
impact than with a synapse hologram for a cover? As the lab put the final touches on the paper, Dave
and Jill made trips to Connecticut to see the hologram team and meet with Neuron editors to ensure
that the cover could be printed and reprinted. The final result was fantastic, something that Dave and
those who worked closely with him were very proud of. It achieved exactly what Dave had hoped for:
it sparked discussions and stimulated new ideas. It remains a beautiful work of art and science and a fitting tribute to David
[who passed away in 2011]. —Deanna BensonNeuron 80, October 30, 2013 ª2013 Elsevier Inc. 539
Neuron
VoicesCalcium Microdomains in Aspiny Dendrites
40(4) November 13, 2003. Jesse H. Goldberg, Gabor Tamas, Dmitriy Aronov, Rafael Yuste
When ambling my way to lab, I’d take in as much light as I could, knowing that I’d spend the rest of the
day in complete dark imaging dendrites’ twisted and unpredictable branches, searching for calcium
signals that would bring them to life. These dendrites really got into my head—I’d see them in my sleep,
I’d see them in the trees, I’d see them in the wrinkles on people’s faces, on cracks in the sidewalk.
For the cover, I wanted to capture this universality of dendrite structure, but also the obviousness,
if you will, that local processing is an essential part of that complex structure. When I made the cover,
I hunted throughout the city and found the most stunning red tree in the Ramble, a tree-filled labyrinth
in Central Park. I collected its leaves and some small branches. In the hallway outside of Rafa [Yuste]’s
lab, I laid out a carpet of leaves and branches and snapped some shots of the stick, its branchlets,
and the leafy background. Carlos Portera (now professor at UCLA) showed me how to make the
‘‘sparks’’ on the branches that mimicked microdomains in Photoshop and, voila`, we had our cover.540 Neuron 80, Octob—Jesse GoldbergDifferential Functions of the C. elegans FGF Receptor in Axon Outgrowth and Maintenance of Axon Position
42(3) May 13, 2004. Hannes E. B˙u˙low, Thomas Boulin, Oliver Hobert
Our paper had just been accepted byNeuron and wewere shooting around ideas for a cover illustration.
We thought that getting the cover would be the icing on the cake, since it would be stapled to the front of
each reprint. We first came up with a design depicting a turning road. While this idea seemed fitting at
first,Neuron editors suggested to use a straight road instead and provided uswith a sketch. In hindsight,
this was the more obvious choice since we had spent hours and hours staring at a pair of axons that run
along each side of the worm’s ventral midline, looking for gene mutations that disrupted the pattern of
these perfectly parallel fluorescent lines. As soon as they looked at this drawing, Hannes and Thomas
remembered the picture taken more than two years before during Thomas’s first American road trip,
to Bryce Canyon, Utah. This is how a short, beautiful, and deserted stretch of Utah 12 between Panguish
and Bryce Canyon ended up on the cover of Neuron.
—Thomas Boulin, Hannes Bu¨low, and Oliver HobertDap160/Intersectin Acts as a Stabilizing Scaffold Required for Synaptic Development and Vesicle Endocytosis
43(2) July 22, 2004. Tong-Wey Koh, Patrik Verstreken, Hugo J. Bellen
The process of retrieving synaptic vesicles from the plasma membrane is to some extent similar to
the formation of bubbles when one blows in a soap bubble wand. The ring of the blower can be
compared to the function of dynamin, a protein that is required for the fission of the vesicle from
the plasma membrane. Patrik Verstreken and his wife, Nancy Van Driessche, were having brunch
in Herman Park when they noticed two boys frantically blowing bubbles and trying to pop them.
They thought of the parallel with synaptic vesicle retrieval and asked the parents if they could borrow
the bubble wand. While Nancy was blowing—her hand is on the cover—Patrik was trying to capture
just the right bubble with his camera. They took numerous pictures, as the wind did not make
matters easy. In his zeal, Patrik knocked over the soap container. ‘‘One of the kids was not very
happy,’’ said Patrik, ‘‘but we made up by playing soccer with them. Clearly, I was out of shape
and I can’t exactly remember the score, but it didn’t matter because I was happy with the result of our impromptu photo
shoot.’’ —Hugo Bellen and Patrik VerstrekenActivity-Induced Rapid Synaptic Maturation Mediated by Presynaptic Cdc42 Signaling
50(3) May 4, 2006. Wanhua Shen, Bei Wu,., Yi-ren Chen, Shumin Duan
When our manuscript was accepted in 2006, I encouraged all my students who might have art talent
to design a cover. Yefei Li, an undergraduate student in my lab, told me that she would like to have
a try. Yefei’s idea was that the blue and red colors represent the sharp contrast of ice and fire.
Neuronal activity (action potentials, firing) is just like fire (sparkles) that can turn synaptic vesicles
from nonreleasable to releasable so that the silent synapse (blue) becomes functional (red).
Yeifei became my PhD student in 2007. Since 2011, when I became Editor-in-Chief of the official
journal of the Chinese Society for Neuroscience—Neuroscience Bulletin—she has designed all of
its covers. In fact, Yefei just became an Assistant Editor of Neuroscience Bulletin several months
ago after she finished her PhD. So, the end of the story is that a cover for Neuron changes one’s
career! —Shumin Duaner 30, 2013 ª2013 Elsevier Inc.
Neuron
VoicesAxon Pruning during DrosophilaMetamorphosis
38(6) June 19, 2003. Ryan J. Watts, Eric D. Hoopfer, Liqun Luo
Lessons from visible nature can inspire our thinking about microscope science; however, when
studying the development of the nervous system, we have learned that evolution had selected for
a process long ago that many gardeners learned from experience. Namely, pruning results in
improved form and function. Shown in this photograph are London plane trees from a garden in
northern California. These trees are common in the region and are especially recognizable as a result
of yearly pruning. Driven by a desire to understand the molecular mechanisms of pruning, we
searched for examples from our surroundings where humankind has utilized similar functional princi-
ples and found gardens to be the right medium for photographic expressions of pruning. Photograph
by Jenny Watts, wife of the first author and San Francisco Bay Area freelance interior photographer
and mother. —Ryan WattsTemporal Processing and Adaptation in the Songbird Auditory Forebrain
51(6) September 21, 2006. Katherine I. Nagel, Allison J. Doupe
The idea for this image came from my husband, David Schoppik, who was then a graduate student
down the hall in Steve Lisberger’s lab. He suggested having the birds peck at the datapoints, and
I added the bird tugging on the filter. I sketched the birds in lab and then finished the image in
watercolor. The cover editor at the time suggested writing the title of the paper by hand to run on top
of the cover. I gave the original watercolor to Allison [Doupe] as a thank-you gift when I graduated.
—Katherine NagelThe Splicing Factor Crooked Neck Associates with the RNA-Binding Protein HOW to Control Glial Cell
Maturation in Drosophila
52(6) December 21, 2006. Gundula Edenfeld, Gloria Volohonsky,., Talila Volk, Christian Kl˙a˙mbt
Wehad this exciting story, where we identified a splice factor and one of its target genes as amajor regu-
lator of glial differentiation in Drosophila. Much of the work relied on high-resolution confocal imaging
and so we hadmany beautiful pictures to choose from. However, when I thought about a possible cover
suggestion, the ideawas to combine a beautiful image (the original LSMdata) and the scientificmessage
of the paper (splicing controls glial differentation) into one. Photoshop allows for fragmenting a picture
into a tiling mosaic and then it was just a matter of setting the background and adjusting the sizes of the
different elements. For me the most important message behind this image is that you can generate
a quite complex and beautiful picture (organism) simply by assembling very simple, unstructured tiles
(genes or proteins). It just matters how you assemble (splice) them to get an organism, which is by itself
the most wonderful structure to look at. —Christian Kla¨mbtCovalent Modification of DNA Regulates Memory Formation
53(6), March 15, 2007. Courtney A. Miller, J. David Sweatt
This cover image is an original acrylic-on-canvas painting that I painted. It is an artistic interpretation of
the scientific content of Courtney Miller’s paper that is published in that issue. It is 36’’ 3 48’’ and was
painted with the canvas flat on my studio floor, using a dripping/pouring technique that is reminiscent of
Jackson Pollock’s. In the painting I try to capture the dynamic effects of DNAmethylation and regulation
of chromatin structure on cell-wide gene transcription, which in Courtney’s paper we discovered is
necessary for the formation of long-term memory. I gave the painting to Courtney as a celebration gift
when her paper was accepted at Neuron, with it also in mind that we would submit it as potential cover
art as well. —David SweattNeuron 80, October 30, 2013 ª2013 Elsevier Inc. 541
Neuron
VoicesThe Ubiquitin Ligase Phr1 Regulates Axon Outgrowth through Modulation of Microtubule Dynamics
56(4) November 21, 2007. Joseph W. Lewcock, Nicolas Genoud, Karen Lettieri, Samuel L. Pfaff
Our study was based on using a forward genetic screen in mouse to identify factors that guide motor
axons through complex trajectories to their peripheral targets during development. As is standard in
genetic screens, we chose to give each of our mutants a name that represented the phenotype while
we were maintaining the line prior to cloning the mutated gene. Because the screen identifiedmolecules
that allowed these axons to navigate significant distances, we thought it appropriate to give our mutants
the names of explorers from the European colonial period, such as Columbus and Magellan, who em-
barked on similar long-distance ventures. The cover was designed to capture this idea of exploring
uncharted territory while including projecting axons in the background to tie in our experimental results,
which also gives the effect of a storm on the horizon. —Sam Pfaff542 Neuron 80, OctobFARP1 Promotes the Dendritic Growth of Spinal Motor Neuron Subtypes through Transmembrane
Semaphorin6A and PlexinA4 Signaling
61(3) February 12, 2009. BinQuan Zhuang, YouRong Sophie Su, Shanthini Sockanathan
The image was created by my then lab manager Zachary T. Bitzer, who is extremely interested in the
merging of art and science. His use of fractal imagery to construct an apparent spinal cord from images
of individual neurons that formed the yin/yang symbol captured the need for positive and negative
signals necessary for spinal motor neuron development. He also embedded the first author’s initials
in the image (but I still have not found them). —Shanthini SockanathanControl of the Postmating Behavioral Switch in Drosophila Females by Internal Sensory Neurons
61(4) February 26, 2009. Chung-hui Yang, Sebastian Rumpf,., Lily Y. Jan, Yuh-Nung Jan
The cover is a painting Emily Jan made for her parents in 1990, when she was 13 years old and teaching
herself how to paint in oils. Throughout her childhood, Emily spent many afternoons at the Jans’ UCSF
lab, where she became familiar with her parents’ Drosophila work. At one point, her parents taught
her how to identify and sort anesthetized male and female Drosophila under a microscope as an educa-
tional afterschool activity, which in turn led to the painting of a male/female pair of fruit flies roaming
on her bedroom window overlooking San Francisco’s Golden Gate Park. This painting hung on the
wall of Yuh-Nung Jan’s office for many years andwas a natural choice to feature theDrosophila behavior
study. —Lily, Yuh-Nung, and Emily JanThe Extracellular Matrix Molecule Hyaluronic Acid Regulates Hippocampal Synaptic Plasticity by Modulating
Postsynaptic L-Type Ca2+ Channels
67(1) July 15, 2010. Gaga Kochlamazashvili, Christian Henneberger,., Melitta Schachner, Alexander Dityatev
The design was inspired by the term ‘‘perisynaptic net,’’ which is a specialized extracellular matrix struc-
ture resembling a fisherman’s net. Alexander Dityatev conceived the concept of the fisherman, with a net
catching the channels. Oleg Senkov found and modified the vector drawings to create the final image.
After publication, several people felt there was a Russian spirit to the cover. Indeed, thanks to the great-
est Russian poet, Alexander Pushkin, every Russian child knows the tale of the magic ‘‘golden fish’’ who
grants wishes. The fish was caught in a net by a fisherman, who released her without any requests, but
his wife had other ideas and had ever-increasing demands for the fish. The golden fish granted her
wishes until she requested absolute power. Then, the fish reversed all their good fortune. Our perisynap-
tic nets interact with the L-type voltage-gated Ca2+ channels rather than a golden fish, but these struc-
tures may help improve the life of the ‘‘fisherman’s wife’’ and many others. —Alexander Dityatever 30, 2013 ª2013 Elsevier Inc.
Neuron
VoicesAnk3-Dependent SVZ Niche Assembly Is Required for the Continued Production of New Neurons
71(1) July 14, 2011. Patricia Paez-Gonzalez, Khadar Abdi,., Jose Manuel Garcia-Verdugo, Chay T. Kuo
I would love to say that our image came from a moment of inspiration, but it was a result of a dare from
my wife, Anne. While going out to celebrate completing my R01 application, I saw van Gogh’s Starry
Night poster hanging behind the counter at the movie theater. It stood out amongst the advertisements.
Wheels, streams, smoke chain, community—immediately I felt the iconic image captured the essence of
our paper. I was so excited about this idea for a cover but Anne replied: ‘‘Hmmm. right. I see. I think
you have finally lost it!’’ To prove her wrong, the next morning I cleared off my office desk and over the
next few days painted this pastel study. It took a little bit to get going initially, relearning how to push and
smear pastel on paper. I majored in architecture as an undergrad some 20 years ago, so the techniques
came back to me pretty quickly. Anne still owes me dinner! —Chay KuoFoxp-Mediated Suppression of N-Cadherin Regulates Neuroepithelial Character and Progenitor Maintenance
in the CNS
74(2) April 26, 2012. David L. Rousso, Caroline A. Pearson,., Edward E. Morrisey, Bennett G. Novitch
The story behind our cover started with my student David Rousso’s discovery that N-cadherin levels
along the apical surface of neural progenitors in the spinal cord vary markedly within different progenitor
domains according to their level of Foxp4 expression. We had recently attended a street art exhibition at
the Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles, and were struck by how much the pattern of apical
N-cadherin staining reminded us of images of chain-link fences. This fence is then ‘‘cut away’’ upon
elevation of Foxp4. We attempted to depict this activity using images of construction workers to repre-
sent the actions of Foxp4 in breaking down or ‘‘erasing’’ the contacts between neuroepithelial progen-
itors during neuronal differentiation. —Ben NovitchPervasive Synaptic Branch Removal in the Mammalian Neuromuscular System at Birth
74(5) June 7, 2012. Juan C. Tapia, John D. Wylie,., H. Sebastian Seung, Jeff W. Lichtman
My labmates and I have notedmany times how similar the arbors of axons look to images of actual trees.
When we add in the postsynaptic sites (labeled red with fluorescently tagged receptor probes), then the
terminal branches of axons are studded with ‘‘blossoms.’’ These cherry-colored blossoms on axon
arbors were reminiscent of Japanese woodcuts. I had some interest in a style of Japanese painting
where multiple seasons are displayed in the same picture (四季絵, ‘‘Shiki-e’’) and thought it might be
an interesting experiment to putmultiple seasons of an axon (the subject of the paper) in one image using
backdrops from two of the master woodblock printer Katsushika Hokusai’s great works. I probably
spent more time on this cover than is really wise—but I have a full-size version outside my office and
love to look at it.—Jeff LichtmanRapamycin Ameliorates Age-Dependent Obesity Associated with Increased mTOR Signaling in Hypothalamic
POMC Neurons
75(3) August 9, 2012. Shi-Bing Yang, An-Chi Tien,., Yuh-Nung Jan, Lily Yeh Jan
Emily Jan, daughter of Lily and Yuh-Nung Jan, was asked in 2012 to illustrate the discovery that the
elevated activity of mammalian target of rapamycin (mTOR) that leads to midlife obesity also causes
the POMC neurons in the hypothalamus to be enlarged. Emily exchanged ideas with Jan lab members
at UCSF over email and Skype in the process of designing this cover. Both the before and after photo-
graphs of the obese lab mice from the study and the parallel between the ‘‘fattening’’ of both parties
(mouse and neuron) inspired the illustration. The original drawing was done in pen and ink and then
scanned and digitally painted using a Wacom tablet in Photoshop. Emily is now completing her MFA
in Fibres & Material Practices at Concordia University in Montreal, Canada. Emily no longer paints in
oils but still takes inspiration for her work from the natural world and from her biology-infused upbringing.
—Lily, Yuh-Nung, and Emily JanNeuron 80, October 30, 2013 ª2013 Elsevier Inc. 543
Neuron
VoicesAtoh1 Governs the Migration of Postmitotic Neurons that Shape Respiratory Effectiveness at Birth
and Chemoresponsiveness in Adulthood
75(5) September 6, 2012. Wei-Hsiang Huang, Srinivasan Tupal,., Paul A. Gray, Huda Y. Zoghbi
During embryonic development, neurons of the retrotrapezoid nucleus (RTN) undergo a stereotyped
ventral migration to the brainstem surface, where they settle and extend excitatory projections to poten-
tiate respiration. This process is critical at birth, without which, newborn mice suffocate and die. The
dendroid migratory pattern of the RTN and their role facilitating gas exchange inspired the drawing of
the tree. Each leaf represents a single RTN neuron, and together, they can sense when carbon dioxide
concentration is decreased in the brain and respond by activating breathing to ensure proper homeo-
stasis. Similarly, leaves can cleanse the air by turning carbon dioxide into oxygen. The child swinging
from the tree with a stick horse is to illustrate that the respiratory fitness during early postnatal period
is important for child health and critically depends on the RTN. The RTN/tree leaf analogy is implicit
yet meaningful at both morphological and functional levels. It highlights the message that RTN
neurons are fundamental for neonatal health and adult respiratory fitness, just like trees are fundamental to the health of544 Neuron 80, Octobour planet. —Huda ZoghbiTranssynaptic Signaling by Activity-Dependent Cleavage of Neuroligin-1
76(2) October 18, 2012. Rui T. Peixoto, Portia A. Kunz,., Benjamin D. Philpot, Michael D. Ehlers
The cover is based on a photograph of a 16’’ 3 22’’ hand-crafted quilt depicting a neuronal synapse. It
was created by Susana Silva, my wife and also a neuroscientist working in the Genetics department at
Harvard Medical School. Susana is a quilting enthusiast and has been making quilts and all sorts of rag
dolls and creatures since she was a child. In her mind, a cloth quilt would be a perfect way to convey the
ideas our work was based on, namely, the malleable nature of the synaptic adhesive apparatus and its
remodeling by local cleavage events. Mixing different cloth patterns could also illustrate the different
synaptic structural features, all while providing a sense of structured chaos that reflects much of the
current thinking about synaptic organization. —Rui T. PeixotoMultiple Mechanisms Switch an Electrically Coupled, Synaptically Inhibited Neuron between Competing
Rhythmic Oscillators
77(5) March 6, 2013. Gabrielle J. Gutierrez, Timothy O’Leary, Eve Marder
I was studying a pattern-generating five-cell network and Eve [Marder] asked me to make her a Power-
Point slide showing the frequencies of all five neurons as a function of two parameters on five separate
plots. I told her it would be too busy, too hard to interpret, and can’t we just put one or two plots on two to
three slides instead? She said no, she wanted one slide. We couldn’t find a compromise and I procras-
tinated. Finally one evening, Eve put her foot down, so I started to make the dreaded slide. I then had an
idea for a different way to display the data and stayed late into the night to work on it. I represented the
neurons in the network as overlapping concentric shapes colored according to frequency with the two
outermost circles representing one of the competing rhythms, the innermost circles representing the
other, and the ‘‘hub neuron’’ as a square in between those pairs. That’s how the ‘‘Parameterscape’’
came to be. I left the print-out on Eve’s desk. She asked what it was when she saw it, and liked it so
much she requested a blouse with the Parameterscape as the design. To which I smiled and replied, ‘‘I’ll make you one
for my thesis defense, we just need to set a date’’. —Gabrielle GutierrezRegulation of Postsynaptic Retrograde Signaling by Presynaptic Exosome Release
77(6) March 20, 2013. Ceren Korkut, Yihang Li,., Motojiro Yoshihara, Vivian Budnik
Contemplating the beauty of living forms, especially of neurons, has been as important to me as the
pathways to scientific discovery. I often draw while I think, and the fantasy of my drawings tells the story
of each piece of scientific work. In the paper featuring the 2013 cover, we had discovered a circular
phenomenon, possibly a positive feedback mechanism between pre- and postsynaptic cells. Thus, I
was inspired by the snake eating its tail: ‘‘In inceptum finis est (in the beginning is the end).’’ The tree
is the neuron, the roots and the ground the synapse, and the snake symbolizes the circularity of their
communication. —Vivian Budniker 30, 2013 ª2013 Elsevier Inc.
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VoicesPeptidergic CGRPa Primary Sensory Neurons Encode Heat and Itch and Tonically Suppress Sensitivity to Cold
78(1) April 10, 2013. Eric S. McCoy, Bonnie Taylor-Blake,., Jihong Zheng, Mark J. Zylka
I was an avid Dungeons & Dragons player in a bygone day, so thoughts of dragons are burned deep into
my brain. These once-distant memories are now reaccessed thanks to being a father of two little boys,
both of whom love dragons. My brain was thus primed when I was trying to figure out how to artistically
represent two sensory circuits, one for heat and the other for cold, and show that they interact and cross-
inhibit one another. On my way to lab, I saw a bumper sticker with a medieval font that was the trigger.
Seemingly in an instant, two dragons popped into my mind—fire and ice, battling one another with
extreme forms of heat and cold. From that point on, I knew exactly what I wanted the artwork to look
like. Eric McCoy and I scoured the web for artists who specialized in dragons. We found Carlos
‘‘Chaos-Draco’’ Herrera, who lives in Chile. We gave him the dragon concept and he nailed it beyond
expectations. One can almost envision these dragons in the spinal cord, battling for supremacy, with
the winner sending a sensory percept up to the brain. —Mark ZylkaRobo3-Driven Axon Midline Crossing Conditions Functional Maturation of a Large Commissural Synapse
78(5), June 5, 2013. Nicolas Michalski, Norbert Babai,., Alain Che´dotal, Ralf Schneggenburger
The cover of the issue was painted by the first author of the article, NicolasMichalski, who did a postdoc
in my laboratory. Nicolas paints as a hobby and wanted to propose a cover for the issue of his article.
After some days of hesitation and unsatisfactory cover projects, he had the idea to symbolize the deficit
in functional development of calyces in noncrossing axons of conditional Robo3 mutants, as fading
flowers connected to noncrossed stalks. The last challenge for him was to find ten hours of time to paint
the picture in pseudopointillism style, all of this in-between the bottle milks and naps of his newborn
baby girl. —Ralf SchneggenburgerNeuron 80, October 30, 2013 ª2013 Elsevier Inc. 545
